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A few days after her mother's funeral, Emily finds a box 
containing evidence of her estranged father's past. Unanswered 
questions arise and her older brother, Tyler, would rather she not 
open the past. 
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INT. THE PARKER HOME - NIGHT

EMILY sifts through old newspaper clippings and photos of her 
father. TYLER enters through the front door, then approaches 
Emily. He is curious as to what she is looking at. 

TYLER
Hey, Em, what’s all this?

EMILY
I found this in the attic with 
mom’s stuff. They’re pictures of 
dad when he was on the police 
force. Look at all these newspaper 
articles ...they’re all about the 
cases dad solved ...stories of 
bravery, letters of commodation, 
medals...

(beat)
Dad must have been some kind of 
hero.

TYLER
A hero doesn’t abandon his family.

EMILY
I’m not so sure we know the real 
truth about dad.

TYLER
What’s to know? He left without 
saying a word. Look what it did to 
mom.

EMILY
Mom blamed dad for all of her 
problems, but I don’t think it was 
right. 

TYLER
Are you kidding me? Maybe you’re 
too young to remember, but mom used 
to be happy. It wasn’t until dad 
left that everything fell apart for 
her.

EMILY
I’m just saying, we don’t know the 
real truth about dad. Mom had her 
secrets, like this box. Why did she 
hide it?

Tyler starts putting the pictures and papers back into the 
box. 
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TYLER
Well she’s not here to explain and 
dad didn’t even show up for the 
funeral, so the case is closed as 
far as I’m concerned.

Tyler takes the box and starts for the door. Emily grabs his 
arm.

EMILY
Wait, what are you doing with that?

TYLER
Taking out the trash.

Emily stands in front of him blocking the door.

EMILY
You can’t just throw that away.

TYLER
What’s the point in keeping it? 
Obviously he never wanted to be a 
part of our lives, and mom didn’t 
want us to have it, either.

EMILY
Okay, now you’re just being a jerk.

She takes the box out of his hands. 

TYLER
Why do you care so much?

EMILY
Why don’t you care at all? There 
are some things that never made 
sense to me, like why did he never 
write or call ...and mom, what was 
with all those secret phone calls 
and secret trips in the middle of 
the night? Where was she going?

TYLER
I don’t know. Mom was just trying 
to deal with it all. All I know is 
that she was always there for us 
when we needed her.

EMILY
No, she was there when it was 
convenient for her. 

(beat)
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I going to find him. That’s the 
only way to know for sure.

TYLER
Fine, you want to waste your time 
looking for that bastard, go ahead. 
But don’t ask me for any help.

Tyler begins to leave, then...

TYLER
By the way, I came by to tell you 
I’m moving out at the end of the 
month.

EMILY
What?

TYLER
You can’t expect us to hold onto 
this house. It’s way over our 
heads. We should walk away, let the 
banks have the damn thing. Aunt 
Sarah still wants you to move in 
with her. You should take her up on 
the offer.

EMILY
Tyler.

TYLER
I’ll see you later.

Emily is overwhelmed by the news.

CUT TO:

END
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