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BEAUTIFUL CREATURES - ETHAN AND LENA FIRST MEETING

Exterior road, it's pouring rain. Ethan swerves his car to
avoid hitting Lena, who's standing in the niddle of the
road. 

Ethan screeches to a stop and gets out. 

LENA
Are you crazy? You almost killed
me?

ETHAN
What are you doing standing in the
middle of the road?

LENA
I need help, genius! Forget it. 

She turns around and walks back to her car, which is pulled
over to the side of the road. 

ETHAN
Wait, wait, wait! I'm sorry! Look,
get in! This is a... This is a
shortcut. Nobody comes down this
road. You'll drow-- Is this old man
Ravenwood's car?

LENA
You're one of them, aren't you?
What are you? The all-american jock
star, prom king... Jock? 

She holds a book over her head to act as an umbrella and
storms away from him. 

ETHAN
Look, can you insult me in the car?
It's getting a little "Titanic" out
here. (beat) You know I never
understood why Leo had to die in
the end. Like, why couldn't they
take turns? "You float on the
wooden thingy 10 minutes, I'll
float on the wooden thingy 10
minutes." She kept saying, "I'll
never let you go, I'll never let
you go," and then she lets him go!

LENA
If I get in the car, will there be
more of this fascinating
conversation? 'Cause I'd rather
drown. 

Ethan opens the passenger door and motions for Lena to get
in. She walks right past him and goes towards the backseat. 

ETHAN
No, I got groceries back there.
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LENA
I can't believe you told me the
ending to "Titanic."

ETHAN
You've never seen it?

LENA
No. 

ETHAN
You really are from outta town.

They both get in the car. He passes a blanket back to her.

ETHAN
Hey.

LENA
Thanks. You know where you're
going?

ETHAN
Rarely. 

Lena pulls a book out of her bag and begins to read. 

ETHAN
Hey, I'm sorry about those cliches
in class, but I'm not one of them. 

LENA
Cliches?

ETHAN
"Girls who once were human, but for
whom absolute popularity has
corrupted absolutely."

LENA
Mm, bet you're real proud of
yourself, thinking that one up. You
probably dated one of them. 

ETHAN
You cut Emily like a surgeon.

LENA
Years working with the bitch virus. 

ETHAN
No cure yet, huh?

LENA
We continue to research and hope.

ETHAN
You been to a lot of schools?
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LENA
Yeah. 

ETHAN
That must be nice. I only ever
lived here. 

LENA
Must be nice.

ETHAN
So, where you all lived?

LENA
Pretty much every state that
seceded from the union. Moved
around since I was four, after my
parents died. 

ETHAN
I only have my dad. My mom died
last spring. How did it happen?

LENA
Fire.

ETHAN
Car accident. 

The car is silent for too long to be comfortable. Ethan
stammers and laughs a bit. 

ETHAN
That was-- that was a dead-end
conversation on a road going
nowhere. I must have missed the
exit to fascinating. (beat) You,
uh... Bukowski? He... He any good? 

LENA
Define good. 
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